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tor, and Brother B. G. Frederick the first 
Secretary. It was decided that the or- 
ganization should be known as the Pacific 
Association.   .A plan for the  conduct   of 

sions to  the church,   and  an   outlay   of 

The     fourth    meeting    was   held   at 
Lat 

It was published in the Evangelist nf 
Apri]_g^, 1890. I do not remember that 
it was adopted by the General Conference. 

The Conference decided that its terri- 
tory should include California, Oregon 
and Washington, and should be known as 
the Pacific District of the Brethren 
Church. It provided for a Board of 
Evangelism, to be elected annually, which 
was ordered to report to conference each 
year. The first Board consisted of J. P. 
Wolfe, B. G. Frederick and H. E. Wolfe. 
It was resolved to hold the next session 
at Lathrop, on the first Friday of May, 
1891. 

The Board of Evangelism adopted a 
system of collections peculiar to itself. 
It has blank pledges printed, which are 
sent to each member of the church, to be 
filled in and returned to the Secretary, 
and the amounts subscribed to be paid 
quarterly. The pledges read as follows : 

"For Evangelistic support in the Pacific 
Dist. of the Brethren Church, I promise to 
pay t Cts , payable quarterly 
to the Treasurer of Board of Evangelism." 
Owing to the vast territory included in the 
District,, and the scattered membership, 
it was the only practical method, and has 
been found quite successful. 

The second session of the Conference 
was held at Lathrop, May first and 
second 1891 ; J. P. Wolfe, chairman, B. 
G. Frederick, clerk. At this meeting it 
was decided that the district should be 
called the California District. 

J. W. Beer, J. P. Wolf and B. G. 
Frederick were elected a committee and 
authorized to se'cure the incorporation of 
the Brethren Church in California. The 
Board of Evangelism reported success, 
and was re-elected. The pledge system 
was favorably reported and continued. 
The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved that we hold the first day of 
the week, as the Lord's Day or Christian 
Sabbath. And if brethren conscientiously 
observe the seventh day as the Sabbath, 
they will nevertheless be required to ob- 
serve the first day as the Lord's Day, to 
be kept as a day of Christian activity in 
the house of the Lord 

The Conference of 1892. was thf third, 
session, and was held at the same place. 
May 6TTT J. P. Wolfe reported a good 
meeting, but does not give a report of its 
transactions. I regret this, as evidently 
the incorporating committee reported 
its work at this meeting. The Board of 
Evangelism reported   twenty one  acces- 

■p. April 6 8, 1894. MTMT Eshel- 
man, chairman; Columbus Ronk, clerk; 
J. H. Gardner, treasurer. The following 
action was taken : 

That we advise all Sunday schools con- 
ducted or controlled by Brethren, to use 
Brethren Literature. 

That Conference will grant certificates 
to all its ministers who demand them and 
are found worthy. 

A number of important papers were 
read, and recommended to be published 
in the Brethren Evangelist, jij&j^was 
subscribed to_the mission cause at the 
meeting. 

The fifth session was held at Lathrop, 

April   ^ir~Tg94     H.    R.     Holsinger, 
cTTaii rolfe,   clerk ;   P.   H. 
Garman,   treasurer. .    Eleven    delegates 
were enrolled. 

The B. E. reported $275 invested, and 
twenty one accessions to the church. 

Brother C. E. Doty was relieved of the 
ministry at his own urgent request, and 
with the regrets of his colleagues. 

Favorable recognition was taken of 
Sister's Society of Christian Endeavor, 
King's Children, and the  W.   C.   T.   U. 

The following Trustees of the Incor- 
poration of the Brethren Church of Cal., 
were elected: J. W. Beer, C. H. Christen- 
sen, H. E. Wolfe, Edward Reynolds and 
H. R. Holsinger. 

The sixth session was held at the same 
place^JVpril 4 6, 189^. rLR. Holsinger, 
cKaTrman ; A. T. Plummer~ clerk; J.~~H. 
Gardner, treasurer. Twelve delegates en- 
roTTeTh ' 

Board of Evangelism elected : Sister 
Emma Reynor, Columbus Ronk, Edward 
Reynolds, Milo Wolfe, J. H. Gardner. 
The B. E. and State Evangelist : Elder 
P. H. Garman reported success, but I 
have no data as to particulars. Decided 
to hold next session at Turlock. 

The seventh annual meeting was held 
at Turlock, April 24, 18q6j S. J. Har- 
rison, active Moderator ; I.aiiraj\. Wolfe, 
clerk ; J. H. Gardner, treasurer.  

It was decided that the Pacific District 
will pay its quota of the College debt, 
if it will all be similarly provided for. 
The following apportionment was made : 
Lathrop, $100 ; Turlock, $85 ; Vernalis, 
$55 ; Rosena, Altamont and Chaparral 
each $10 ; scattered members, $30. 

Requested that the Book and Tract 
Committee will present to the National 
Conference annual statements of the 
business of the publishing house, showing 
the income of the various pulications 
separately; also an itemized bill of ex- 
pense ; and that the same be published in 

the   Brethren     Evangelist    immediately 
thereafter. 

The remaining part of the mipiites of 
this meeting were published in the Evan- 
gelist of April 2Q, 1806, which see and 
read, as important business of general im- 
portance was tranacted, but which we do 
not wish to copy, as it is so easily acces 
sible. 

The best means of success in the Pa- 
cific District are the annual camp meet- 
ings, and the efficient mission system, 
backed up by its generous suporters. 
Everything else is against it: a scattered 
and shifting membership, with very limit- 
ed means, and skeptical environments ; a 
wine drinking, non Sabbath keeping 
people to work with. There are only six 
church organizations in the district, three 
of which are in practical working condi- 
tion. But the Lord has been blessing 
them, and so may it ever be. 

Berlin, Pa. Aug 15. 

VIOTOBIES. 
[Read at K. C.  meeting,   Aug 9, by ANNA RIT- 

TER.l 

The life of David is in most part, a 
beautiful example to us. From a child 
he was devoted to the Lord. He trusted 
in God and not in his own strength. He 
was humble while others were proud. He 
was patient when tried. He waited years 
before he was king over all Israel. Da- 
vid kept busy preparing for his work. 
He did not sit down in a pout over a dis- 
appointment, but used every means to be 
successful in any place for God. 

David knew no defeat in war. He 
gained victories for Israel that seemed 
impossible, because God was with him. 
He might have complained because his 
lot was that of a warrior, but no, he la- 
bored earnestly to bring peace to Israel, 
that his son might reign in peace. Here 
we may learn that our victories depend 
upon our being faithful in the work given 
us to do. We must let God do the choos- 
ing, and we do the trusting, while we do 
with our might what our hands find to do. 
and the secret of all pur victories lies in 
having the heart right before God. Then 
our words and thoughts and doing will be 
acceptable before God. In Eph. 6 : 13- 
18, we find a list of the weapons we are 
to use in gaining our victories. There is 
thegirdleof truth which we shall find splen- 
did in our fight with all that is untrue in 
word or deed. Then there is the breast- 
plate of righteousness, to be shod with ' 
the Gospel of peace, the shield of faith 
and the sword of the spirit. If we use all 
these weapons as Paul tells us to, "with 
prayer" and with much watchfulness, it 
will surprise us to see how few will be our 
defeats, and how many our victories. 


